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Compost is organic matter that has been decomposed and recycled as a fertilizer and soil 
amendment. Compost is a key ingredient in organic farming.  

1.  Vermicomposting is the product of composting utilizing worms. 
Vermicast, also known as worm castings, worm humus or worm manure, is the end-product 
of the breakdown of organic matter by earthworm.  

 Materials needed: one plastic or wooden box with a lid and with drain holes drilled 
on the bottom and large holes around the top for air; this bin needs to be shaded in 
summer and warm in winter  

 Space: 4’x2’  
 Labor: once the bedding is created and the worms installed, layers of shredded 

food waste must be added to the bin once or twice a week. Harvesting requires 
some labor and training 
 

2.  Static Pile composting requires a simple brick or wooden enclosure with an 
open front. The purpose of having three enclosures is to have a rotating stock of 
compost: the working one, the one that is being processed and the ready to use compost. 
This method takes several months to a year depending if and how often the pile gets 
turned.  

 Materials needed: 6-9 Pallets and metal brackets to attach the sides to each other 
 Space: 4’x4’ wooden enclosure (open front or 3 sided)  
 Labor: minimal with occasional turning the pile over. carbon, nitrogen, oxygen and 

water levels* (see below importance of these 4 ingredients that are key to the 
composting process) must be monitored 
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